
I N T E R N A T I O N A L    M A R KE T P L A C E
C O A L I T I O N



The International Marketplace Coalition is a nonprofit  
organization comprised of businesses, concerned citizens,  
and community leaders who encourage economic
growth and development on the northwest side of  
Indianapolis. This 2.5-mile area has become a 
vibrant, diverse community and the world is taking 
notice.

Since the inception of the International Marketplace  
Coalition (formerly Lafayette Square Area Coalition) in  
2005, we have welcomed everyone – while working to  
positively revitalize the area. Immigrants from cultures  
across the world have come together to create an  
environment unique to Indianapolis and the greater  
Midwest. During this time, we have grown to become a  
destination known for global experiences.

As a 501c3 nonprofit organization, our efforts focus on  
“Shrinking the globe and creating a village.” Our area is a  
treasure trove home to more than 800 cultural businesses  
including more than 130 ethnic restaurants, more than 40  
different markets with more than 100 spoken languages  
represented.

BACKGROUND



OUR HISTORY
1968: Lafayette Square Mall was built

2004: The Community Revitalization & Enhancement 
District was stablished by the state of Indiana, which 
included the Lafayette Square area as a Community  
Revitalization and Enhancement District. This unique  
designation created opportunities for financial  
investment and revitalization in the area.

2005: The Lafayette Square Area Coalition (LSAC) was 
founded.

2007: The Lafayette Square Area Market Analysis was 
completed; Nielsen Claritas Study was completed; 
Ashkenazy  Acquisition Corporation purchased the 
Lafayette Square Mall and  the first annual "Taste the 
Difference Festival" was held.

2008: The LSAC collects more than 1,700 petition  
letters to encourage Wal-Mart to the area.

2009: Closing of major department stores including  
Sears, Macy's, Steve & Barry's, Circuit City and Value 
City.

2010: The City of Indianapolis adopted the LSAC 
Neighborhood Plan

2011: The International Market Gateway Study 
Completed

2012: The City of Indianapolis adopted the new area 
name “International Marketplace.” Eskenazi Health 
Center  opened up in the area.

2013: Concept for Global Village Welcome Center born

2014: Three 30 feet area Gateways were installed; the 
IMC Market and Analysis Strategy Study was 
completed; IMC creates and awards the first Façade 
and Interior Enhancement Grant for businesses with 
the assistance of LISC; Lilly Day of Service and Keep 
Indianapolis Beautiful plantings for the medians around 
the  Gateway structures.



OUR HISTORY

2016: IMC Development Corporation formed to focus on  
opportunities for development and revitalization in the  
International Marketplace area corridor; moved from a  
900 square foot facility to a 5,000 square foot facility

2017: Hosted first International Art Show; completed a  
Multi-modal and MU3 Mixed-use Development Studies;  
painted 50 utility poles to look like international flags;  
three major new development loans approved for a total  
of $55 million - Indiana Achievement Center, Hanna  
International Lofts, Pyramids at 3500; Pike YMCA broke  
ground for new facility

2017: Global Village Welcome Center committee forms  
and begins planning

2018: New YMCA opens

2019: New Indianapolis Public Library Branch opens, 
and future home of Global Village Welcome Center  
purchased

2020: Construction begins on Global Village Welcome  
Center and construction also began on the Ivy Tech  
Automotive Technology Center

2021: Global Village Welcome Center and Ivy Tech 
Technology Center opens

2022: Construction begins on demonstration kitchen 
and dance studio in Global Village. IMPD Northwest 
District Police Station opens.



The International Marketplace Coalition exists to  
promote the revitalization of the Lafayette Square area  
by creating an environment conducive to attract and  
retain sustainable economic development for the benefit  
of this community, the city of Indianapolis, and the  
region.

To facilitate the creation of the Lafayette Square area as  
a vibrant, economically strong, multi-use international  
community in the city of Indianapolis where everyone  
has the opportunity to experience and learn about other  
cultures. A dedicated group of business owners,  
residents and volunteers have worked to develop a  
strategic vision. 

VISION

MISSION



Economic  

Development

Infrastructure  

Improvement

Awareness Building  and 

Branding

Community  

Engagement

Increase economic  
development efforts by  
encouraging business  
creation, diversity and  
retention

Increase the 
vibrancy, safety and 
aesthetic  look of the  
International  
Marketplace 

Increase awareness of  
the International  
Marketplace's corridor  
as a unique 
destination with rich  
diversity representing  
businesses and food  
from around the world

Increase 
interactions and 
relationship building 
among diverse 
groups and residents 
through local events 
and activities

SHRINKING THE GLOBE
CREATING A VILLAGE



QUICK STATS

100+

IMC Building  
Investment for  
Global Village

Languages

$160 M

New Investments  
in Last Two Years  

8,0002,000+

 40+              $4M

Countries  
Represented

Ethnic  
Businesses

900+

130+

Restaurants

DIVERSE COMMUNITY: 27.8% White

Jobs Created and  
Projected

54% Black     2.6% Asian 15.6% Hispanic

Artifacts



LOCATION

Global Village  
Welcome Center  
4233 Lafayette Road

India Palace
4213 Lafayette Road

Saigon Restaurant
4760 W 38th Street

Saraga International Grocery
3605 Commercial Drive

Rayan Restaurant
4873 W 38th Street

Patel Brothers Grocery
4959 W 38th Street

BOUNDARIES
NORTH: 46th Street and Lafayette Road SOUTH: 34th Street and Lafayette Road
EAST: 38th Street and Commercial Drive WEST: 38th Street and High School 
Road



   Lafayette Square Mall Indianapolis Metropolitan  Police 

Department  Northwest District 

Roll Call

Ivy Tech  

Automotive Branch

Indiana Achievement  

Center

Commercial Drive Crosswalk  

Improvements

Value: $160 million in

 improvements and 

Value: 4.5 million and Value: $20 million and Value: $2.5 million and Value: $2 million to

purchase of over 300 
acres of land in this area.

190 sworn officers better 
centralized off West 38th 
Street.

15 permanent jobs 25 permanent jobs enhance crosswalks in

created at $25/hr created at $20/hr our area and improve
pedestrian safety.

In the past two years, businesses in our area invested more than $10 million making improvements as a  
commitment to remain in the neighborhood. In the current 18-month period, our area will benefit from more than
$48.5 million in new development. Sojos capital recently unveiled its multi-million-dollar plans to create a 
mixed-use landmark destination development known as Window to the World, formerly Lafayette Square Mall, 
in the International Marketplace neighborhood.  Over the last few years, we have also welcomed a new YMCA 
and a new Indianapolis Public Library  branch. The International Marketplace has, and will see, more 
than $189 million in a current five-year period.

Current and upcoming projects include:

DEVELOPMENTS



EXPLORE CONNECT CELEBRATE
The time has come for Indianapolis to have a home where everyone is welcome to gather, share and celebrate  
their cultures and traditions. The International Marketplace Coalition has developed the Global Village Welcome  
Center to be the ultimate cultural destination in the Midwest. But first, funding is needed to support the $4.71  
million capital campaign to make this plan a reality. Funding will help renovate a newly purchased 56,000 square  
foot building (4233 Lafayette Road) and provide exhibit design, space build out and other dedicated projects.

Every culture contributes its own insight, introducing new ideas, awakening inspiration and driving success. With  
the Global Village Welcome Center as the beacon of the area, we now have representation of many cultures from  
around the world.

GLOBAL VILLAGE



GLOBAL VILLAGE FEATURES

Global Village Galleries
Exhibit space represents all inhabited countries and the 
Caribbean islands. Guests will be able to learn and  
engage through educational and interactive elements,  
while creating fun and memorable experiences. Since  
2014, we have collected more than $1 million in artifacts  
including museum exhibits.

Foyer
The Open Entrance Hall provides a unique, open space.  
With audio/visual capabilities, this space makes a  
versatile backdrop for a variety of events.

Dance Studios
Performance groups will be able to practice and hold  
dance classes in two state-of-the-art dance studios.

Multi-purpose Rooms
People and groups will be able to easily gather in two  
multi-purpose rooms perfect for classes and meetings.

Grand Event Hall
This 7,000 square foot hall features a stage and  
audio/visual equipment designed to provide a multi-  
purpose space for a variety of events. Designed for  
versatility, the event hall is perfect for group   
gatherings and celebrating cultural traditions, 
companies hosting workshops and performances.

Global Gifts – Gift Shop
Global Gifts is a non-profit business committed to 
creating sustainable economic opportunities and safe 
and equitable working conditions for disadvantaged 
artisans and farmers around the world. 

Demonstration Kitchen
Local and international chefs will be able to showcase  
their culinary skills in a demonstration kitchen to  
delight the palates of guests while allowing them to  
explore and experience cuisine from around the world.



CULTURAL GALLERIES



EXTERNAL BOOKED EVENTS

Consulate of Guatemala
In 2022 the Consulate of Guatemala will use our event hall 
for its two-day consular visit. Guatemalan services will be 
available for all Guatemalan citizens in Indianapolis. 

Asian Festival
Hosted by the Asian American Alliance Inc., the Asian 
Festival was held in 2021 at the Global Village Welcome 
Center. This Festival has been held in Indianapolis for 
many years and it was an honor that we were their 
choice of location. 1,000 visitors were in attendance.

Latino Heritage Festival
In partnership with one of the oldest Latino non- profit 
organizations in Indianapolis, this event brought together 
the Latino community in a big way to showcase their 
diverse cultures and heritage. 1,500 visitors attended.

Urban Land Institute
The Women’s Leadership Initiative ULI Indiana was 
founded in 2007, has 350 +/- members, and is supported 
by more than 40 corporate and philanthropic sponsors. ULI 
held their 2021 Women’s Leadership Initiative at our 
facility.

Monarca Academy
Monarca Academy has been a big partner and has been 
an exhibitor at all our events. Early in November Monarca 
Academy held their Community Day at the Global Village 
where they brought the community together to provide 
resources and enroll students in their school. They hope 
to use the Global Village to be a hub for their efforts until 
they find a location for their school in our neighborhood.

Butler University Lacy School of Business
The Lacy School of Business brought MBA students to learn 
and research more about our initiatives with businesses and 
the community. The class professor stated she was struck 
by the benefit of the Global Village Welcome Center and the 
International Marketplace Coalition not only for immigrants, 
but for personal growth and development.

International Center
The International Center held their professional 
development and team building training with staff.  The 
organization called our space a hub for Indy’s many 
cultures in the heart of the International Marketplace 
neighborhood.

And more…



EVENTS



EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Business Development
The business development program will focus on  
coaching and mentoring, marketing, networking,  
information technology and software solutions,  
market development and analysis, and financial  
advising.

Youth Development
This program will serve disadvantaged youth from the  
community through our arts workshop series. The  
Series will expose youth to the various visual arts  
forms and give them an opportunity to test their 
new-found skills with their own art pieces. In addition, 
there  will be a week-long workshop for youth to 
celebrate  the different cultures and travel the world 
without  leaving Indy.  A group of educators is 
committed to putting together a K-12 curriculum for 
schools that visit the museum.  

Day of Art Camp
Students in grades K-12 will have a  dedicated art to 
create large scale paintings with watercolor and oil pastels 
while inspired by the surrounding world artwork located in 
the Galleries.

Health, Food and Culture
This program is intended to promote healthy food 
choices and exercise,  health and wellness activities for 
the whole family. With high rate of diseases such as 
diabetes and hypertension, we want to help provide our 
diverse community important information regarding food, 
products, activities, and  lifestyle. The goal is to provide 
the necessary knowledge to help everyone live healthy 
lives.

The International Marketplace Coalition will host programs to help develop businesses, youth and the overall  
community.



GLOBAL VILLAGE WELCOME  CENTER 
NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Help us complete our capital campaign to raise $4.71 million. 
From naming rights to sponsorship and artifact donations, we 
need your help to support our three pillars of growth: Global 
Village Welcome Center, Business Incubator and Educational 
Programs. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, your 
generous gift is tax  deductible to the full extent provided by 
law. 

This new program gives donors a significant way to give  
support the Global Village while raising brand awareness  
through annual naming rights for features including:

Event Hall  $3,000,000 
Demonstration Kitchen $700,000  
Multi-purpose Rooms  $250,000 
(2 available)  
Dance Studios $250,000 
(2 available)

Donor Recognition Wall $10,000

JOIN US WITH  
YOUR SUPPORT



Bronze  

Sponsorship

Silver  

Sponsorship

Gold  

Sponsorship

Platinum  

Sponsorship

$5,000
Logo recognition as Bronze  
sponsor, Both vendor space  
with Two tickets to the  Taste 
the Difference  Festival & 
Sister Cities Fest

 2 tickets to the Caribbean 
Fest

2 tickets to the International 
Coffee and Tea Festival 

Mention on the  
International Marketplace  
website

Yearly blog (supplied by the  
sponsor) posted to website  
and shared via social media  
channels
And more

$10,000
Logo recognition as Silver  
sponsor Two tickets to the  
Taste the Difference  
Festival & Sister Cities Fest  
5 tickets to the  Caribbean 
Fest

4 tickets to the International 
Coffee and Tea Fest

Mention on the  
International Marketplace  
website
Yearly inclusion of sponsor  
graphic in bi- weekly e-blast  
newsletter to nearly 2,500  
members
Yearly blog (supplied by the  
sponsor) posted to website  
and shared via social media  
channels
And more

$20,000
Logo and booth presence at  
your choice of FOUR  
International Marketplace  
events
6 tickets to the Taste the  
Difference Festival & Sister  
Cities Fest
10 tickets to the  Caribbean 
Fest

6 tickets to the International 
Coffee and Tea Festival)
Logo on the International  
Marketplace  website  Twice 
yearly inclusion of in
bi-weekly e-blast newsletter  
to nearly 2,500 members  
Twice yearly blog (supplied  
by the sponsor) posted to  
website and shared via  
social media channels
And more

$50,000
Logo as signature sponsors  
on all IMC events and  
website
Booth vendor space at  
Caribbean Fest | World Art 
Expo |  International Coffee 
and Tea Fest

12 tickets to the Taste the  
Difference Festival & Sister  
Cities Fest
20 tickets to the  International 
Coffee and Tea Festival

Logo recognitions as  
platinum Sponsor on the  
website and graphic  
inclusion in bi-weekly e-  
blast newsletter to nearly  
2,500 members
Quarterly blog (supplied by  
the sponsor) posted to  
website and shared via  
social media channels
And more

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS



PARTNERSHIP
Senegalese Community | Okinawa Yuyukai (Japanese Performing Group) | SADCO Colombia | SAYAW: PCDC 
Philippines | Indiana Council on World Affairs | City of Indianapolis | Pike Township Trustee | Liberian Association of 
Indiana |  Venezuelan Association of Indiana | Haitian Association of Indian | Ballet Folclorico Mosaicos | Grupo 
Folclorico Macehuani | Ethiopian Association | Polish Association | Sister Cities | Indiana Association of Chinese 
Americans | InnoPower | YMCA | Indianapolis Public Library | The Clubhouse Row/Little Eagle Creek | Eagle Dale 
Community Association | The Gateway Community Association | Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department | 
Indiana India Business Council | Visit Indy | Shalom Healthcare African Council of Indiana | Yemeni Cultural Group | 
Freetown Village | Dan Kusaya Zimbabwe | Nicaragua Cultural Group | El Salvador Cultural Group | Guatemala 
Cultural Group | Indiana Association of Performing Arts | Indianapolis Leider Kranz (German Performing Group) | 
Mexican Consulate | Ambassador of Ethiopia 

Consulate Offices:  Haiti, Mexico, India, Guatemala, Italy, Brazil, Germany



PARTNERS & PAST SPONSORS



For more information, please contact:

Mary Clark
Executive Director
mclark@imcoalition.org
317-204-6506

Elia James
Grant Writer and Community Relations Manager 

ejames@imcoalition.org
317-506-7770

International Marketplace Coalition
4233 Lafayette Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46222
Learn more at IMCoalition.org

CONTACT US

@International_Marketplace

@IndysGlobalVillage

International Marketplace Coalition

@IndysInternationalMarketplace

mailto:mclark@imcoalition.org

